
novEMBER 27, 2009

Reprinted for web use with permission from the Sacramento Business Journal. ©2009, all rights reserved. Reprinted by Scoop ReprintSource 1-800-767-3263.

MARK ANDERSON | STAFF WRITER

A Sacramento custom software compa-
ny hopes to have all the right answers with 
its first product, aimed at the ubiquitous 
bubble-sheet testing market.

Inspironix’s test sheets use off-the-shelf  

equipment at a fraction of  the price of  the 
market leader.

The company has been supporting its 
Inspiroscan product at some schools and 
state agencies and is preparing to launch 
the product against one of  the largest 
brands in academic testing — Scantron.

“We think we will be able to tell schools 
some good news: ‘We can save you mon-
ey,’ ” said Cary Parkins, president of  
Inspironix.

The Scantron system has been around 

for decades. Its testing sheets are paired 
with an answer key and an optical-mark 
reader in a Scantron system.

The Scantron reader typically costs 
more than $5,000 and the individual test 
sheets have to be bought from the compa-
ny. Scantron printed forms cost anywhere 
from a nickel to about 20 cents. The forms 
also require the use of  a No. 2 pencil.

The Inspiroscan software allows a user 
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Each week, the 
Business Journal will 
list two projects in the 
region — one seeking bids, the 
other awarded — receiving funds from the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, 
also known as the stimulus package. For 
a complete listing of stimulus projects in 
the Sacramento region, go to sacramento.
bizjournals.com and conduct a search 
for “stimulus,” then click on the headline 
“Regional Stimulus Watch.” You also can 
go to sacramento.bizjournals.com and click 
on “Tracking the Stimulus” on the left side 
of the home page, and then find “Regional 
Stimulus Watch.”

REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS/
QUALIFICATIONS
Request for Projects (Tax-exempt 
financing for economic development)
Agency: City of Elk Grove
Bid number: NA
Due date: Financing must be completed by 
December 2010
Contact: Andrew Keys at akeys@
elkgrovecity.org or 916-478-2273
Address: 8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, 
CA 95758 

PROJECT AWARD
To: V&C Construction Inc. 
For: Al Tahoe Erosion Control Project
Value: $537,687
Estimated jobs: NA
Project owner: City of South Lake Tahoe

Source: Recovery.org from Onvia. Learn more about 
economic recovery in the Sacramento region at 
sacramento.bizjournals.com. Find more government 
projects at onvia.com/ACBJ or call 866-797-5986.

TRACKING 
THE STIMULUS

Test designer hopes to burst Scantron’s bubble

Cary Parkins, 
president of 
Inspironix: “We think 
we will be able to tell 
schools some good 
news: ‘We can save 
you money.’ “
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Inspironix launches a test sheet that 
uses regular paper, equipment

Test designer hopes to burst Scantron’s bubble
Inspironix launches a test sheet that 
uses regular paper, equipment

Mark Anderson | Staff writer

A Sacramento custom software company 
hopes to have all the right answers with its first 
product aimed at the ubiquitous bubble-sheet 
testing market.

Inspironix’s test sheets use off-the-shelf 
equipment at a fraction of the price of the mar-
ket leader.

The company has been supporting its Inspiro-
scan product at some schools and state agencies 
and is preparing to launch the product against 
one of the largest brands in academic testing 
— Scantron.

“We think we will be able to tell schools some 
good news: ‘We can save you money,’ ” said 
Cary Parkins, president of Inspironix.

The Scantron system has been around for de-
cades. Its testing sheets are paired with an an-
swer key and an optical-mark reader in a Scan-
tron system.

The Scantron reader typically costs more than 
$5,000 and the individual test sheets have to be 
bought from the company. Scantron printed 
forms cost anywhere from a nickel to about 20 
cents. The forms also require the use of a No. 
2 pencil.

The Inspiroscan software allows a user to cre-
ate their own forms on blank copy paper. The 
test can be read on many kinds of scanners and 
using many kinds and colors of ink or lead.

Inspironix wrote custom software to create 
forms and then scan those forms using scanners 
and printers typically available from any office 
supply store for about $1,000. In a lot of cases, 
the businesses or schools already own the equip-
ment.

“The older testing technologies work, but 
they are dated,” said David Marshall, chief op-
erating officer with Action Learning Systems 
in Sacramento. The company does academic 
training and testing and data analysis for school 
districts.

“The old companies are fighting in a digital 
technology world with a rotary telephone tech-
nology,” Marshall said, adding that the cachet 
of a brand name is no match if it is up against a 
much less expensive and more flexible technol-
ogy.

“If you are meeting with a school district 
and they need 10 machines for 10 locations and 
that is going to cost more than $50,000, or they 
might be able to use machines they already have 
or that cost a couple hundred dollars apiece, 
well, that is a very short conversation,” Marshall 
said.

Scantron Corp. does not comment on other 
vendors and their offerings, said Eric Rohy, vice 

president of marketing with Scantron.
The Inspiroscan system is now being used at 

Bakersfield College, Monterey Peninsula Col-
lege, Rutgers University and Cal Fire, the Cali-
fornia Department of Forestry and Fire Protec-
tion.

Some of the people using the system speak 
highly of it, but they cannot speak on the record 
because as state agencies they cannot appear to 
be endorsing a product. Off the record, those 
with the schools that use Inspiroscan said it 
works and they like it.

Because the Inspiroscan product runs off a 
typical personal computer, it also allows infor-
mation gleaned from tests to be loaded directly 
into a spreadsheet program.

More schools are having students do work 
on computers or personal laptops, but that isn’t 
a good solution for a test environment, where 
a school or agency doesn’t want the test taker 
to have access to online answers, Parkins said. 
Cal Fire specifically requires students to take a 
bubble-sheet test.

“In many applications, the organization offer-
ing the test doesn’t want the person taking the 
test to have access to a computer,” he said.

Parkins has been writing custom software for 
more than 20 years, and Inspironix now has nine 
employees, though it likely will be adding more 
employees to sell and support the Inspiroscan 
line.
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